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Good afternoon members of the Board of Trustees, Brother James, honored guests, faculty, staff,
fellow graduates, parents, famibnd friendsl would like tothank you all foihelpingus taday

to celebrate thisnonumentabccasion.

My past four years here at Lewl&ke many of yourshave been a journey of seliscovery,

growth, and intellectual integrityMy pathat Lewisactuallybegan in Spain angbw is ending

with youtoday. | went from a shy and nervous freshman who had no idea where the academic
science building was to standing on this stage as a graduate who is proud to be a part of this

Lasallian community.

As mentioned, my educational journey began when | waopartniversity sponsored study
abroadprogram in Spia, back in the summer of 201®hich began to shapeho | am today. |

was accompanied by a group of students, faculty, and staff; all of wieoewemen except for

the one gentlemaithe highlight of this trip, in my opinion, took place when we had the chance
to visittwo Lasallian schools; one Barcelona andne inMadrid. At the time, | had no idea

what Lasallian even meant, excémt the fact thatl was going to be attendirggCatholic and
Lasallian school. This was mgtroduction intowhat it trulymeango belLasallianandwhat it
meando respondo a need

Another pivotal moment in my growing awareness of being Lasallian wagpamtunity to
participate in a service projekhown as Feed My Starving Childreit that site we hanepack
mealsspecificallyformulated for malnourished children. While it was easy to package meals for
hungry children overseathis activity held ayreatermeaning for mefFrom that moment,
somethingchanged within melt wasthen that saw a need and fehe desire to respond to the
needs of people who are less fortunate than [Tduis. act of service allowed me to make a



During my second yeagn influential experienc®mok place when | attended a skype session
with students from Bthlehem Universityn PalestineLewis Universitystudentseceived an

email stating that)niversity Ministry andhe Theologydepatment were coordinating this event,
butl really did not think much of itHowever,| decided to attend, and to murprise by the end

of the event, | was in tear&fter skyping with several students who told of their struggles to
continue their educatiodue to factorbeyondtheir control, | took pause. | did not realize how
blessed | was to attend a Catholic and Lasallian institution, regardless of the fact that | myself

was not Ctholic. Attending this event encouraged me to respond.

These students were attending a Lasallian institutidrapis did, but did not live witthe same
freedom that | was givefThis inspired me tetart anorganizatioron campus calle8tudents for
Justice in Palestin@hose purpose is to raisgvarenesabout the strggles of the Palestinian
people.Seeing other studentere at Lewiget involved and want to leamoreabout the
obstacles that people wowdle face brought me great joy, at@ tmembers continue to want to

learn more about the



Throughout my years at Lewishave growrto appreciate the UniversityOsssion and values
even moréecause of the students, faculty aradfg¢hat surrounded me. Thelf portrayed what
it truly meantto be Lasalliarwhen | saw them respond to the needs of others

We most often respond to someone who sets an example for wghainoleter example to have
than our veryown President, Brother James Gaffriéyt those of us who have had the chance of

knowing Brotler Jameswe realize that he truly models what it means to be Lasallian.

So, ; behalf of the class of 2016, | would liteethank you Brother James for yd2Byears of
service, deotion, and empowermend this University. Your commitment and dedication to the

student



